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The study, entitled "Are Plaintiffs Drawn to Philadelphia’s Civil Courts? An Empirical
Examination," shows Philadelphia courts, when measured against non-Philadelphia
Pennsylvania state courts and federal district courts, exhibit marked and significant
dissimilarities supporting an inference that something intrinsically unusual is occurring in
Philadelphia. Philadelphia courts host an especially large number of cases, Philadelphia courts
have a larger docket than expected, Philadelphia plaintiffs are less likely to settle than other
non-Philadelphia Pennsylvania plaintiffs, and Philadelphia plaintiffs are disproportionately likely
to prefer jury trials. These findings are consistent with a conclusion that Philadelphia courts
demonstrate a marked and meaningful preference for plaintiffs.
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